Changes in cerebral blood flow in children with sickle cell disease after splenectomy.
The study assessed changes in cerebral blood flow and need for chronic blood transfusions in sickle cell disease children after splenectomy. A retrospective chart review of 40 children splenectomized between 1999 and 2014 was performed. The mean time-average maximum velocity before splenectomy was 129 cm/sec; which increased to 157 cm/sec and then decreased to 137 cm/sec, 2 and 5 years postsplenectomy, respectively. There was a persistent and statistically significant elevation in platelet count noted after splenectomy. The mean cerebral blood flow velocity seemed to increase transiently after splenectomy. Close monitoring and screening for stroke risk should be continued postsplenectomy.